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To: Federal Communications Commission 

Fax: 202418-0187 

From: llze K Lacis 

Total Pages: 10 (incl cover) 

Date: 30 December 2005 

Subject: 

UUL 

Waiver Request - Erate Program 

Woodland Data Center 
Dept of Information Services 

eRate Division 

I 
RECEIVED & INSPECTED 1 

OEC 3 0 2005 

FCC - MAILROOM 

Message: 

I filed a Waiver Request using the FCC's ECFS tool, regarding a Funding Request from 
the Erate Program. I have not received an emailed confirmation for the Waiver filing. 

While I regret the duplicatin, I am faxing the Waiver Request herewith. 

Confidentiality Notice 
The documents accompanyfng thk fax transmission contain confidential information belonging to the 
sender which Is legally privileged. The Information is intended only for the use of the Individual or entity 
named above. If you ace not the intended ncipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copyins or 
distribution or the taMng of any action in retiance on the contents of this fared information is rtrictiy 
prohibited. lf you have received this f ix in error, please immediately not@' us by telephone tb arrange for the 
return of the original documents tD us. 

if you did not receive a// of the pages as noted, please ca/f 216-432-4619 
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Before the 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, D.C. 1 RECEIVED & INSPECTED 1 - 

DEC 3 0 2005 
In the matter of: 

) 
Application for Review by the 1 
Cleveland Municipal School District 1 
Of a decision of the Universal Service ) 
Administrative Company 1 

) CC Docket No. 9645 
) CC Docket No. 02-6 

Universal Service 1 
1 

Federal State Joint Board on 

Universal Service Administrative Company Decision on Appeal Dated October 15,2004 

Letter of Appeal for Funding Commitment Denial for FY 2003 
Form 471 Nunher: 3801 14 

Billed Entity Number: 129482 
Applicant Name: Cleveland Municipal School District, f.k.a. Cleveland City School 
District 

Request for Waiver 

Fax copy of Appeal Decision Letter Dated October 3 1,2005 

Funding Request Number: 1045303 

The District respectfully requests the Federal Communications Commission (“FCC”) to 

waive the 60-day response period due to special circumstances for which a deviation 

from the d e s  would serve the public interest, e.g. the Cleveland Municipal School 

District, f.k.a. the Cleveland City School District, (“District”, “CMSD”). The waiver is 

requested so the District could file a timely appeal to the Federal Communications 

Commission regarding the Administrator’s Decision to deny an appeal by the District for 

FRN 1045303. The Administrator did not send or notify in any way the SLD’s decision 

letter to the District’s Erate Contact, llze K. Lacis. This Waiver Request is within 60 days 

of receiving a faxed copy of the original decision letter on October 31,2005. As noted on 

the SLD Web site: “Any appeal must be filed within 60 days of the issuance of the 

‘b. 0: Coj3es rec’d 19 
ListA B C D E 
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decision from USAC and must be postmarked within 60 days of that date.” The District 

contends that the 60-day response period went into effect upon receipt of the faxed copy 

of the Administrator’s decision letter on October 31, 2005. The District very clearly 

indicated on its original appeal letter to the SLD the E-rate contact’s name, address, 

telephone number, fax number, and email address. The Administrator has placed the 

District in a very special circumstance that no amount of planning could have forestalled. 

The District submitted to the Schools and Libraries Division (“SLD’Y of the Universal 

Service Administrative Company (“USAC”, “Administrator”) on May 8,2003 a Letter of 

Appeal for Funding Request Number ( “ F W )  3801 14. 

During a telephone conversation with Paul Stankus of the SLD on October 31 

(Halloween Day), 2005 at 3:30 p.m. Ilze Lacis, the District’s contact for E-rate, asked 

Mr. Stankus to check the status of the Disbict’s appeal for FRN 1045303. It was quite 

normal that a significant amount of time had passed without receipt of notice from the 

SLD regarding the District’s appeal letter, since the SLD had taken as long or longer to 

respond to other appeals. In the telephone conversation, Mr. Stankus told Ilze Lacis that 

the Administrator had denied the District’s appeal. This at first seemed a harsh 

Halloween trick. It was the first and only instance that the District’s E-rate contact heard, 

or h e w ,  that the Administrator had taken any action on ?he appeal. Mr. Stankus faxed 

the Decision on Appeal letter at 357 p.m., immediately following the telephone 

conversation on October 31, 2005. This was the first such notice that the District’s 

contact had received regarding this appeal. The Administrator’s letter carried the date of 

October 15,2004. The District asserts that this is a special circumstance created by the 

Administrator and to which the District had no control, Le. planning, to prevent. 

Page 2 of 9 
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The faxed copy of the Administrator’s letter showed that the Decision on Appeal letter 

was sent to Peter A. Robertson, Cleveland Municipal School District, 1380 East 6’h 

Street, Cleveland, Ohio 441 114. Mr. Robertson, formerly the District’s Chief Infomation 

Officer, was no longer employed by the District at that time. Detailed contact information 

is requested when filing an appeal. The District’s original March 10, 2003 Letter of 

Appeal to the SLD clearly noted that the E-Rate Contact for the District is Ilze K. Lacis, 

4966 Woodland Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44104. It is obvious that the addresses are very 

different. In numerous other correspondence, irrespective of the signatory or authorizing 

individual, the SLD has addressed all correspondence to the District’s Erate contact. This 

Administrator’s letter is an anomaly and is p~icular ly  disconcerting since the FRN in 

question is important to the District’s technology plans. It is vital that the District be able 

to appeal the Administrator’s decision to the FCC, since the District can demonstrate 

clearly that the SLD was wong to deny the appeal for FRN 1045303. 

The Dishict adheres to FCC rules and regulations for the Erate program. In this instance, 

however,the FCC must waive the 60-day response rule due to the SLD not notifying the 

District’s E-rate Contact. 

Page 3 of 9 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Ilze K. Lacis 
Manager, Erate Progmm/Telecom 
4966 Woodland Avenue, 
Cleveland, OH 44104 
Tel: 216 432 6240; 
Fax: 216 432 6240 
Lacisil@crnsdnet. net 

Attachments: 

October 3 1,2005 faxed copy of Decision Letter (two pages) 
Original Letter of Appeal to SLD, dated March 10,2003 (three pages) 
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P . 5  

. ~ _ _  .. - .  . __ .. -. .., . .... "_ l_.lll.._" I,...c 



Dec 30 0 5  12:30p CMSD E r a t e  Dept .  2164324632 P .6  

Attachment of Oetober 31 faxed letter of Administrator's Decision on ARReal Letter 
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Attachment o f  onfinal Letter of Aooeal to the SLD, March 10.2004 (3 oaeesl 

811bd Enllty Number 128482 Cleveland Cny School Dislncf 
Fen471 Applicatian Number 380114 
Funding RequBBtN~mbOr 1065103 WirsBss LAN 

FWL 
Funding Year2003 
Fundm0 COmmilnmnt Oetision 
Explanation 
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